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EDITORIAL 
As on the cc-xtsion of other FEBS meetings, our jour- 
nal has prepsl.red a special issue. This Dublin issue pre- 
sents the Fifth Datta Lecture and a number of solicited 
minireviews. Matti Saraste, Heidelberg, our Reviews 
Editor, has organised this part of the issue, and I want 
to thank him most heartily for the extra work that he 
has succesfully invested in it. The Dublin special issue 
is being distributed, in addition to the regular subscrib- 
ers, to al! participants of this year’s FEBS meeting. 
As on previous imilar occasions, I take this opportu- 
nity to provide you with a brief report on our journal. 
Ever since its inception, FEBS Letters has intended to 
be a vehicle for the fast dissemination of significant and 
novel work in an essentially complete and compact 
form. A recent version of our cditoria! policy can be 
found on cover page 2 of each issue. 
The geographical distribution (Table I) is an indica- 
tion that our journal meets with approval. It is gratify- 
ing, also, that our circulation has remained constant or 
even increased slightly even during the recent years, i.e. 
at a time when high costs compel many libraries to 
reconsider their subscriptions to some journals. Equally 
gratifying is that our ‘impact factor’ is among the very 
highest among the ‘letter-type’ periodicals in the field. 
Undoubtedly one reason which makes FEBS Letters 
attractive is its very short publication time, whicll in 
1991 (Fig. 1) has been as shorl as approximately I1 
weeks. I am very pleased to say that, at the time of 
writing this editorial (May 1992), the average publica- 
tion time in several recent issues has been constantly 
between 53 and 57 w. This major improvement is 
due, La. to our journal now appearing weekly, and to 
a further streamlining OF the operation at Elsevier: their 
desk-editing, typesetting, printing, proofreading, etc. 
now take a total of 23-26 working days! Naturally, OUI 
editors and reviewers must also be tllanked for carrying 
out an excellent job in an extremely short time. 
Last, but not least, the authors themselves are con- 
tributing to our short publication time, by submitting 
significant papers to the appropriate ditor. Needless to 
say, reviewing a well-written, obviously important 
paper is P fast (and pleasing) process. 
Another means by which the authors can symplify 
and accelerate our work is by submitting a floppy disk 
along with the ixxcl copy. This also reduces the danger 
of the typos eventually appearing in tk;e printed text - 
remember that the authors, as a rule, do not have the 
possibility of checking the proofs. Finally, the authors 
should read carefully both our cover page 2 and our 
‘Notes to the Authors’ which are reproduced at the end 
of each 10th volume (i.e., in the future vols. 310, 320 
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etc.). If you have lirtlc to say, do not try to do so through 
our journal; our rejection procedure may take as long 
as that of other journals (see FEBS Letters 217, !43- 
144. 1987). 
As from January 1992 we have a colour cover show- 
ing in black a formula or a picture taken from a recent 
paper. This changes every issue, and is intended to draw 
the attention of the potential reader that a new issue of 
our journal has just arrived. 
Approximately one-half of the income of the FEBS, 
a non-profit-making institution devoted only to foster- 
ing biochemistry, comes from the FEBS Letters. The 
European Journal of Biochemistry is another important 
source of income. Thus, by subscribing to our journals. 
you contribute in an additional way to the future of our 
fascinating science. 
Zurich, May 1992 
G. Semenza 
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